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Get you informed.

Get you equipped.

Get you on board.





The world’s economy is rapidly 

becoming more circular.



“Our world is only 
9% circular and 
the trend is 
negative.



Financially, sustainable companies 

have been a superior investment.



“The best financially 
performing 
investment during the 
35 years of the FTSE 
100 was British 
American Tobacco.



Most CEOs perceive corporate 

sustainability programs successful.



Maar…

Footprint-verhaal
Credibility
Bain report = 98 procent faalt
Corporate scandals/VW (grappen voor volgende keer bewaren)
Trumpworld
PDCA, van A naar Beetje, KPI
Bestaande systemen domineren (andere vormen van waardecreatie)
De vloeken van MVO
Beperkingen van business case-denken (Nijhof en Jeurissen)

2%



Belgium is on its way to achieve 

minimal 5 out of 51 SDG indicators. 



“Of these 51 
indicators, 4 
would reach their
quantitative goals 
in 2030.



The Sustainable Development Goals 

will save the world.



“Ranking high on the 
SDG index strongly 
correlates with high 
footprints, and low 
ranking with low 
footprints.



I am getting somewhat depressed 

at this point.



Our sustainability 

efforts are failing.
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The Triple Disconnect
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1st order disconnect:
Investments in corporate sustainability do not

automatically lead to sustainable businesses.
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2nd order disconnect:
Sustainable businesses do not automatically

lead to a more sustainable world.



Maar…

Footprint-verhaal
Credibility
Bain report = 98 procent faalt
Corporate scandals/VW (grappen voor volgende keer bewaren)
Trumpworld
PDCA, van A naar Beetje, KPI
Bestaande systemen domineren (andere vormen van waardecreatie)
De vloeken van MVO
Beperkingen van business case-denken (Nijhof en Jeurissen)

3rd order disconnect:
On various dimensions, the concept of 

sustainability is in contradiction with itself.





Our sustainability efforts

should become smarter.



Sustainability leadership requires 

Sustainability Intelligence.



What is intelligence?
• Broader orientation than competencies, including 

awareness, attitude, aptitude, and ability

• Understanding of complex ideas

• Achieving a successful fit with the surrounding 

environment

• Engagement in various forms of reasoning



“[A] very general mental capability that, among other things, involves 

the ability to reason, plan, solve problems, think abstractly, 

comprehend complex ideas, learn quickly and learn from experience. It 

is not merely book learning, a narrow academic skill, or test-taking 

smarts. Rather, it reflects a broader and deeper capability for 

comprehending our surroundings – ‘catching on’, ‘making sense’ of 

things, or ‘figuring out’ what to do.” 

Linda Gottfredson (1997: 18) 
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Net earnings 2017: 
$165 million

Est. cost of eco-
footprint 2017:
$551 million
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How would you apply naïve,

native or narrative intelligence 

to the SDGs?



MAKE 
SUSTAINABILITY 

GREAT AGAIN



A new initiative

• New Chair/Professorship
• Joint Buas/AMS initiative
• Involvement of industry partners
• 3 years (minimum)  2020



Why it is important (1)

• Key topic for industry
• Need for transformation
• Status quo: problematic
• Sustainability conundrum



Why it is important (2)

• Rethinking sustainability
• Rethinking management education
• Collaborative learning
• Educating (future) leaders



What we will do

• Educational experiments
• Teaching materials
• Industry roundtables
• Tool development
• Networking



Partner scheme

• Founding partner (25k/yr)

• Prime partner (12.5k/yr)

• Supporting partner (5k/yr)
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