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Introduction

What’s in a name?

Sustainable mindset? 21st century skills? Sustainability skills?
Competences for sustainable development?

Role of higher education? Education, research, outreach, campus
operations? Student engagement?



Individual Sustainability Competences
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Source: Wiek, A., Withycombe, L., & Redman, C. L. (2011). Key competencies in sustainability: a reference framework for
academic program development. Sustainability science, 6(2), 203-218.



Role of higher education

Transmissive

Socio-Constructivist
Transformative

Source: Jickling, B., & Wals, A. E. (2008). Globalization and environmental education: Looking beyond sustainable
development. Journal of Curriculum Studies, 40(1), 1-21.



Role of higher education

High ability to act
Optimistic about environmental issues
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Transmissive Legend:

Education in Society (Jickling & Wals, 2008)
Segmentation of students (this study)
Willingness to act (DEFRA, 2008)

Source: Lambrechts, W., Paul, W. T., Jacques, A., Walravens, H., Van Liedekerke, L., & Van Petegem, P. (2018). Sustainability segmentation
of business students: Toward self-regulated development of critical and interpretational competences in a post-truth era. Journal of
Cleaner Production, 202, 561-570.



DEMOCRACY AND
EDUCATION

* John Dewey (1916): “the very idea of
education as a freeing of individual
capacity in a progressive growth directed
to social aims”

* Martha Nussbaum (2010): “Education is T
not just for citizenship. It prepares
people for employment and, importantly, NOT FOR
for meaningful lives” oot
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Commissie Duurzaam Hoger Onderwijs

EPARTEMENT / nota

OMGEVING

* 2017

* Flemish Government, Department

Environment, Ecocampus NOTA COMMISSIE
DUURZAAM HOGER ONDERWIJS

 All Flemish HEIs represented (chancelors,
directors, etc.)

publicatiedatum / 11.12.2017

* Discussion paper
* Working groups, e.g. SDG working group

* https://www.lne.be/ecocampus
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https://www.lne.be/ecocampus

Thanks for your attention!

Wim Lambrechts

Open University of the Netherlands & Hasselt University

wim.lambrechts@ou.nl

‘B www.sustainablehighereducation.com

, @Sustainabl_HE

Linkedm www.linkedin.com/in/wimlambrechts/


mailto:wim.lambrechts@ou.nl
http://www.sustainablehighereducation.com/
https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiy_9GxhO_SAhVMNxQKHTwmDhoQjRwIBw&url=https://twitter.com/&psig=AFQjCNFTT3f5UGz-BWySYwsrNU6jdoyoxA&ust=1490441201487455
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwidwLihhe_SAhUFuRQKHUXoCZUQjRwIBw&url=http://www.cbronline.com/what-is/what-is-linkedin-4923555/&psig=AFQjCNEu_6Q4nnjjO63Mrj7V4L04iJHjew&ust=1490441459314657
http://www.linkedin.com/in/wimlambrechts/

